OPEN LETTER
To Whom It May Concern

This document is written and published in response to an open letter that appeared in late August 2005 addressed to the Attorney General of the United States, Alberto Gonzalez. The said open letter was signed 665 personalities – including five Nobel prize winners- apparently expressing their desire to have ‘The Miami Five” immediately released from prison. For the most part, the signers of this letter are leftists, although not all are totalitarian or dictatorial. Some subscribe to democratic ideologies that are evident by the parties they support as well as their points of view on the division of power and the periodic multiparty elections as the primary means of electing political leaders. 

Those of us who are writing and supporting the position expressed in this letter have no impressive credentials other than being Cuban. Those who support Castro’s campaign to immediately free the five spies who were found guilty of espionage in the United States boast impressive backgrounds from Latin America, Europe, Africa, North America and Cuba. Among them are arquitects, novelists, artists, journalists, thinkers, filmmakers, economists, historians, theologians, Jesuit priests, lawyers, musicians, librarians, anthropologists and professors.   Some are couples spouses of each other. From our perspective, the subscribers of Castro’s open letter do not recognize or accept what has been evident for the latter part of the past century: that the communist regime of Fidel Castro has been infiltrating agents to spy at different levels of American society. Five of these spies were arrested years later, judged, and sentenced with evidence that is valid and irrefutable to this date. This fact has been totally overlooked in the letter Castro has circulated and completely ignored by the more than half thousand of his supporters who signed it. 

The argument stated in Castro’s letter is that the federal trial where “The Miami Five” were convicted was held in Miami and that the Cuban and Cuban-American community greatly influenced its outcome. Nothing could be farther from the truth, as there were no Cubans or Cuban-Americans among the jurors who found the accused guilty. Neither did the exile community in South Florida made itself visible at the federal building where the trial was held, nor did it aggressively rally against the accused in the local media or through the streets of Miami. 

However, shortly after the verdict and sentences were made public, Castro launched an aggressive international campaign to have the five spies freed from prison. With the passing of time, the unrelenting persistence of the campaign to free “The Miami Five” through the press, diplomatic circles and the international arena paid off. On August 9th, 2005, the Eleventh Federal Court of Appeals declared the trial void. Castro immediately turned his campaign to free “The Miami Five.” 

The Eleventh Federal Court of Appeals did not, in any way, declare that Gerardo Hernandez Nordelo, René González Sehwerert, Ramón Labañino Salazar, Antonio Guerrero Rodríguez, and Fernando González Llort, “The Miami Five” condemned of spying were not guilty. Rather, it declared that the outcome of the trial might have been influenced by the feelings of the community where the trial took place. All evidence presented against “The Miami Five” remains intact, however. The Appellate Court in Atlanta did not throw away the evidence presented at the trial. As a matter of fact, with the passage of time, some of the evidence may appear stronger now that all the smoke from the pulverized Brothers to The Rescue planes has already dissipated. However, these criminal actions of the Castro regime linked to the work for which the five spies were condemned have not yet been tried to the full extend of the law.

We are in strong disagreement that “The Miami Five” should be released from prison immediately as requested by the open letter supported by the Castro regime. Far from arbitrary, their incarceration is necessary in view of Castro’s propagandistic campaign on their behalf. “The Miami Five” were not only spying on peaceful Cuban organizations in Miami, but in military bases and defense institutions of the United States.

We are, therefore, not asking that spies be released from prison despite the impressive list of subscribers for Castro’s letter. Our lives – spent for the most part in exile- have been touched and impressed more by the Castro regime than the list of supporters recruited by the Castro’s dictatorship.

 No, we are not in favor of the “Five.” 

Instead, we first ask that those swayed by Castro to support his malevolent and obsolete regime, which has kept the Cuban people under one of the longest and repressive regimes in contemporary history, to reconsider the evidence, examine their consciences and positions and consider supporting this alternate open letter. We must remind all who signed the letter supported by Castro that they have apparently sided with those responsible for:

· The Cuban firing squads – even those non-military Afro-Cubans who were attempting to leave the island-

· The Cuban prison system with more than 200 political prisoners some of which have been declared prisoners of conscience by Amnesty International.

· Those who carried out the cleaning –death- in the Escambray mountains in Central Cuba.

·  The death of thousands in the straights of Florida. 

· The victims of the “13 de Marzo”- with more than 20 children drowned on July 13th, 1994. 

· The martyrs of the Caminar River massacred.

· The death of members of the 2506 brigade who were asphyxiated in a tighly closed truck container.

· The thousands of victims of Castro’s international campaigns.

·  The millions of families separated by Castros’ adventures for power.

Secondly, we ask not that “The Miami Five” be release from prison, but rather that the 11 be granted their immediate freedom. That is, the eleven million Cubans be freed!

WE ARE NOT IN SUPPORT OF THE FREEDOM OF THE FIVE, BUT OF FREEDOM OF THE ELEVEN!
Third, we ask that the socialists, who signed the letter supporting the view of the Castro regime, take note that the Cuban issue is not an American internal political problem that requires the attention of such a long list of signers to bring up a point to the American minister of justice.  In particular, we speak here to those who signed the Declaration of Porto Alegre and now have apparently re-grouped to support the most notorious dictator of our times. The fact is that the Castro regime maintains fierce and tight control of all the media, the press, and internet in Cuba. Furthermore, Castro has repeatedly refused entry into Cuba  to the envoy of the United Nations Human Rights Commission.  We, therefore, ask you to remember a clear advice given by a figure that you highly respect even posthumously. He said, “the State sometimes errs. When that happens, the collective enthusiasm diminishes.” It is time that you and the whole world – all concerned- recognizes that the collective enthusiasm of the Cuban people has greatly diminished, that the cause of Cuba is not necessarily defined or best represented by Castro, and that the State, under Castro has frequently erred.    

